Integrated Riskiniormation Systemi(IR1S)
DataBase ENnancements and Process

ERA Science Forum
Changes

Tha IRIS is & publicly accessible U5, Ermdronmental Protection Agency
(EFA) dala base conlaining infermation on the patential adverse health
affects associated with chronic axposure to envirgnmantal chamicals. The
infarmaton on IRIS is used ihroughout ERA and the wodd fo producs
cansistent risk assessments based on analysss of pesr-reviewed data on
a chamicals toxicity and dose-responae relabonships. New leatres have
been added fo RIS to meet the expandad needs of and usars.

http: e opa.gaviiris!

Process Changes for IRIS Assessment Development
and Review

# The Office of Research and Dévelopment has expanded its IRIS skaff
and s proveding maore cenfralized funchons for the (RIS program.

# The IRIS program is conducting more exigmal scientific peer roviews
by panel reatngs rather than by mail reviews. This step is being taked b
provide the best possible scientific rview of each assessment,

® Pger review pangl meetings are open (o the public for obsennation,
m:aking the review procass maore transparant.

# EPA is now positioning the external peer neview step at the end of the
IRIE assesament review process, strengthaning the role of peer review in
infarming EPA'Ss final decrsion-making.

Screening-Level Literature Review

# Ganeral findings of EPA's scraening-level reviaw of the recant haalth
affects litarature have been added o the “EFA Document and Raview”
sactions of 480 IRIS Summaries.

#® This roview conaisied of a screen of the more recent liberature
containad in selecled sacondary literatne sowoes (.., Agancy for Tosxie
Substances and Disease Regisiry Toxicelogical Profiles) and sludy tilles
and abstracts retkeved from searchas of on-line toxkcological data bases
(&9, MEDLIME and TOXLIME).

& RIS users my request misration aboul the revew mathods and
results from the IRIS Hotline at hotline,irs@epa.gov or 202-566-1676.

Database Enhancements

The IRIS data base enhancemeants include saarch fealures,
resulls from the EPA's Meralune screening project and a
planned chamical assessment tracking teatura. ANl of the IRIS
enhancements are designed 1o mael the expanded needs of
i URHrS.

Search by Uncertainty and Modifying Factors

& Allows IRIS users 1o search for composiie uncarainty faciors,
indndidual uneartainty faetors, and modifyng taciors used to
ceriee RIDs and RICs.

# The search will retum the identity of the substances for which
ihe salecied faciors have o salected valee of value rangs.

Search by Evidence for Human Carcinogenicity

® Allows IRIS users to search the IRIS database 1o identify
subatances by welght-of-evidence descriptors established by
EPA uging tha 1988, drafl 1998, and draft 1999 Guidelines for
Carcinogen Risk Assessmant.
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& Aninformation repodting syslem for tracking the progress of chemical e =y

assessments in the IRIS program, R

® Designed to report start and completion dafes for miesiones in the = I e

process bor IRIS assessmant davelopmeant and review. e —

& Planned for IRILS inlermsat availabisty.

These enhancements are designed to improve the timeliness, transparency, consistency, and
quality of IRIS assessments for the public as well as provide a better management tool for the EPA.

Delivering Science-Based Information to Decision Makers



